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THE IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS MARKETING SYSTEM IN IMPROVING LIBYAN
AGRICULTURE AND ACHIEVING FOOD SECURITY

*Dr. Taher Ali Daba
ABSTRACT

It is found that agricultural products marketing system has a beg importance in achieving food
security by serving the interests of agricultural producers and inducing them to increase production
of important agricultural commodities in food security for the country, and the marketing system
supplying food to consumers in place, time, and form which satisfies their food needs at affordable
prices. Therefore, agricultural and food marketing systems have a central place in the Libyan
agricultural economic structure. Marketing system of agricultural products in Libya contains four
subsystems, which are: production subsystem, consumption subsystem, distribution subsystem, and
organization subsystem. All the participants in marketing system of agricultural products look to that
system from the view of their own interests which are conflicting interests. Marketing systems of
many agricultural products are complex and interacted because of the many participants with

conflicting interests. The interest of society as a whole is to what extent the marketing system of
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agricultural products would create jobs and increase employment, this task will be achieved through
production and marketing systems response to consumer demands, which are considered the main
motive for production, marketing, and consumption activities, in addition, the society expects the
marketing system to protect and conserve the environment to achieve sustainable agricultural
development. The accurate knowledge of consumer demands in quantity and quality and their changes
comes at the top interests of all institutions and organizations participating in the marketing systems.
The consumption needs from agricultural products in Libya are estimated in thousand tons per year,
therefore, the estimated average quantities per year from agricultural products available for human
consumption points to the huge burden on the marketing system and its role to make the necessary
balances which are not confined only to the internal market but extends to external markets. The
approach to marketing in Libya has withessed many developments and changes during the last five
decades from 1970, and at the end it settled at adopting the private trade as an approach to the
marketing and distribution since 2001. The assessment of performance of agricultural and food
marketing system is a very important issue, the performance of the marketing system can be assessed
in the light of the way by which the marketing system serves what the participants in the marketing
system and society expect from this marketing system, where, the well developed and sophisticated
marketing systems are one of the requirements for improving and progressing the Libyan agricultural
and to achieve food security for the population. It should be stressed that, there is no optimal
marketing system than can be followed, but the commodity marketing system should be evaluated in

the context of the Libyan conditions.

Key words: marketing, marketing system, agricultural products, trade, food security
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